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Second annual Hamptons Marathon a success despite soggy conditions
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Oz Pearlman of New York City set a new course record in the Hamptons Marathon with a time of 2:37:50 (6:02 pace). DON MULLIGAN/BRIGHTROOM

Despite soggy conditions, 1,201 runners turned out for the second annual Hamptons Marathon and Half-Marathon in East Hampton on Saturday. The rainy weather also failed to prevent new course records from being set for both the overall and top female finishers in the full marathon and the top female finisher in the half-marathon. 

Oz Pearlman, 26, of New York City shattered last year’s mark of 2:44:51 by finishing first in 2:37:50 (6:02 pace) in the marathon. Jessica Allen, 31, of Hampton Bays was the top female finisher and was fifth overall with a time of 3:07:10 (7:09). Her finish was also a record for the top female finisher, besting the mark of 3:14:03 set last year in the inaugural race by Lisa Cecchi.

In the half-marathon, Kevin Starkes, 28, of New York City came out on top with a time of 1:15:05 (5:44), while Bridget McKenna, 26, of New York City was the top female finisher and was fourth overall with a time of 1:27:35 (6:41), which was better than the top female finishing time of 1:29:41 set last year by Deanna Skelcy. 

The Hamptons Marathon was created by New York City residents Amanda Moszkowski and Diane Weinberger, who are part-time East End residents and avid runners. They created the event because of a desire to see longer distance running events in the area. This year, the event was a much larger undertaking, as the field more than doubled in size. A total of 1,500 people registered and Moszkowski and Weinberger attributed the absence of those who did not participate to the weather. 

Proceeds from the marathon and half-marathon went to Project MOST, a charitable organization in East Hampton that provides after school services for children in elementary and middle schools, and to Southampton Hospital. Weinberger and Moszkowski had yet to tally the total amount of money raised for both beneficiaries. Charity was a strong theme throughout the event, however, as many participants did individual fund-raising for organizations such as Team in Training, which benefits the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and the American Cancer Society. Runners for those charities raised a total of $200,000. 

Response from runners who took part in the races was overwhelmingly positive, with plenty of praise for the course and the overall organization.

“The event was great and the support staff was phenomenal,” Starkes said after his victory in the half-marathon. “There was a great cheering section, and they had water every mile, which was great.”

Starkes added that he thought the course was challenging and, along with the weather, provided a good test for the serious runners.

“It felt like a cross country race out there with the dirt and mud,” he said. “And that’s why you train in all types of weather, to be prepared for races like this.”

McKenna trains with Starkes as part of the multi-sport training group called “City Coach” that is based in Manhattan. She managed to take top female honors in the race despite going off course for a short spell, a mistake which she said was her own fault. She said that despite the short detour, she enjoyed the race.

“It was a beautiful course,” she said, adding that the rain was, “refreshing.”

Allen, the local favorite who claimed the top female spot in the marathon, had the same thoughts about the rain.

“It was great,” she said with a smile as she took shelter underneath a small tent at the finish line. “The temperature was perfect.”

Allen, who is a veteran of Ironman triathlons, said she didn’t push herself to the full extent in the marathon as she typically considers the fall to be her offseason. She said she took more of a relaxed approach to the race and added that she was happy for the company of friend Joao Monteiro, who trains with her at Core Dynamics in Water Mill and rode alongside her on a bike as one of the course directors.

Pearlman—who routinely competes in ultra-marathons at distances upward of 50 miles—crossed the finish nearly unnoticed, as he jogged across amid several half-marathon finishers and didn’t give the organizers enough time to put up the red and white checkered tape across the line. He also put on a bit of a show, fanning out a deck of cards in his hands as he crossed the finish line, which he said he chose to do because he is a professional magician.

“I enjoyed it. It was a really good time,” Pearlman said, barely winded after his blistering run. “They had great support and it was really well organized.”

Pearlman did not compete in the marathon last year but entered the event upon the recommendation of his friend, last year’s winner Michael Arnstein. Moszkowski and Weinberger said they were quite confident that Pearlman would win based on his previous times in other marathons and long distance events.

