They Have a Tiger by the Tail
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Diane Weinberger, one of the marathon directors, set off from the Springs School on a training run Sunday morning with Tom Cohill and about a dozen others. 



(09/12/2007)    When Diane Weinberger and Amanda Moszkowski were interviewed last spring about the Hamptons Marathon, which is to be run over back roads in Springs and Amagansett on Sept. 29, they hadn’t planned to offer prize money, and weren’t expecting to get more than 250 entrants.

    “We thought that we’d give a party and no one would come,” Weinberger said just before setting out with about a dozen others from Springs School on a training run Sunday morning. “We would have been thrilled with 250.”

    Now the pair has a tiger by the tail. An article at the end of June in Newsday, by John Hanc, the running writer, did the trick. All of a sudden, applications came pouring in, so many that Weinberger and Moszkowski had to cap registration at 700 in July.

    Moreover, a number of requests have come in from foreign elite runners, including “the winner of the Boston Marathon, who was asking not for himself, but for a couple of his friends,” said Moszkowski, adding that “we can’t pay for air fare and that kind of thing.” 

    The net proceeds are to benefit Project Most, an after-school tutoring and mentoring program for elementary and middle school students here, and the Springs Fire Department.

    Five Nigerians, supported by an athletic commission in that country, are “working on their visas now,” and may or may not come.

    Locally, Ben Turnbull, a young triathlete, who initially bemoaned the fact that a half-Ironman triathlon in Montauk and the Hamptons Marathon would be held on the same weekend, has apparently chosen to run the marathon. As will Tara Farrell, the manager of the Gubbins Running Ahead store in Southampton and a frequent winner in local races. Another top local competitor will be Jim MacWhinnie. 

    Although marathons overseen by Merritt White were run along Route 27, between Montauk and Southampton High School, in the early 1980s, this will be the first marathon over local back roads. The inaugural 1981 event, run in stiff headwinds out of the northwest, attracted 270 starters, though 60 dropped out. Brian O’Dowd of Brooklyn was the winner, in 2 hours, 27 minutes, and 10 seconds. Sharon Given and Cathleen Caufield, both of Huntington, shared the women’s trophy, crossing the line together in 3:18:52.

    As far as this one is concerned, “there are a lot of stories,” Weinberger and Moszkowski said. A couple of ultra-distance runners, Murat Turk and Alicja Barahona — she was reportedly the sole finisher of a 350-mile race in Alaska, and was the top woman by far in a 400-mile race in the Sahara Desert — apparently intend to run the course twice, finishing their first 26.2-mile loop in time to run another 26.2 with everyone else.

    Another couple will begin celebrating their wedding week by running the half-marathon at the Hamptons event. The marathoners and half-marathoners will part ways where Town Lane intersects with Stony Hill Road and Deep Lane; the marathoners will make a right there, and the half-marathoners will make a left.

    The male and female marathon winners are to receive two JetBlue tickets, a choice of four days and three nights at either the Ritz-Carleton in St. Thomas, the Virgin Islands, or in Bachelor Gulch, Colo., and $500 in prize money.

    Another major sponsor, Moszkowski said, is Nike. “They’re supplying all our shirts. . . . They’re doing so much.” Nike, she said, had e-mailed information on the races to its metropolitan members. While the New York Road Runners Club was not involved in the administration of the race, “a number of their runners are going to do the half as a training run for New York [on Nov. 4].”

    David Katz, who has worked in the Olympics, will be the timer. “We’ll be out there at 4 a.m. putting out cones and mile markers,” said Moszkowski, who added that Smartwater was supplying the water.

    “We have a small army of volunteers,” Weinberger said, “but we can always use more.”

    Project Most was supplying 25 volunteers, Moszkowski said.

     Asked if they were pretty confident that everything would go smoothly, Moszkowski said, “Yeah, we’re pretty confident.”

