Marathon Yields Big Gift

By Jack Graves  
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Tim Bryden, flanked by the Hamptons Marathon’s race directors, Diane Weinberger and Amanda Moszkowski, received $33,000 from them on Nov. 14 for Project MOST after-school programs at the East Hampton Middle School. From left, Rebecca Morgan, the program’s coordinator, Illisa Lerner, her daughter Lindsay, Howard Lebwith, Chris Tracey, the middle’s school’s assistant principal, Paul Fiondella, who designed the race course, and the middle school principal, Dr. Thomas Lamorgese.    


(11/20/2007)    Diane Weinberger and Amanda Moszkowski, who debuted as race directors of the Hamptons Marathon here in September, turned over $33,000 to its primary beneficiary, Project MOST, at the East Hampton Middle School on Nov. 14.

    The sum, which included $25,000 from the marathon and half-marathon and $8,000 from a charity spin at Zone Hampton, was arguably the most money received by a local organization from a first-year road race here.

    Tim Bryden, the executive director of Project MOST, an after-school learning program that has been based at the John M. Marshall Elementary and Springs Schools for the past half-dozen years, will now, he said, be able to begin a program at the middle school as well, possibly in January.

    Moszkowski, a marathoner and triathlete, and Weinberger, a marathoner, were new to race directing, and, when they first told Howard Lebwith, a veteran race director who lives in Springs, of their idea, his initial reaction was cautionary.

    Yet the two women, part-time East Hampton residents, were not to be swayed. “We had no experience, and,” Moszkowski agreed, “no fear,” she said during a telephone conversation Saturday.

    “But,” she added, “without the support of the community . . . the police department, the fire department, [Supervisor] Bill McGintee, and everybody else, there’s no way this would have happened.”

    It was the first marathon to be run on back roads in Springs and Amagansett, though Dr. Merritt White oversaw marathons spanning Montauk and Southampton High School along Route 27 in the early 1980s.

    The whole thing — the marathon was won in a sprint to the finish by Michael Arnstein — went off without a hitch.

    “There wasn’t one problem,” said Mosz​kowski, who added that there had been water stops “at each mile,” and an abundant number of porta-lavs along the course supplied by Ben Krupinski and Skip Norsic. “All the runners were thrilled, and we’ve gotten accolades from far afield.”

    Weinberger and Moszkowski persuaded Nike and JetBlue to be the marathon’s chief sponsors, and almost persuaded Starbucks. “I think Starbucks will be interested next year, though,” Moszkowski said. Because of the big-time sponsorships, the race directors, who initially hadn’t planned to, were able to give out $8,000 in prize money.

    They’ve already picked out a date for next year, Sept. 27, “and, if we can get permission from the town, we’d love to have 1,500 runners,” Moszkowski said. “Certainly, the demand will be there. We’ve talked to Howard about it. We wouldn’t want to put 1,500 runners on the roads at the same time, but in wave starts, a couple of hundred at a time.”

    Moszkowski said she thought 1,500 would be a manageable number. “Honestly, we’re not looking to grow bigger than that. There won’t be 10,000! With 1,500, there will be enough to help the local economy and not be overwhelming.”

    A race committee has been named. It will include, she said, Lebwith, Paul Fiondella, who designed the marathon and half-marathon courses, Charlie Whitmore of the Old Montauk Athletic Club, Harry Hackett III, “a Southampton runner who has been very supportive,” and, if she’ll agree (she hadn’t been asked as of Saturday), Barbara Gubbins.

    Bryden hailed the race directors’ donation, to which, he said, had been added $25,000 from the Sabin Family Foundation and $25,000 from the Evan Frankel Foundation.

    All told, the $83,000 in donations would cover more than half of the $150,000 the program at the middle school is expected to cost, he said.

    Bryden said he expected about 70 fifth and sixth graders to take advantage of the 3 to 6 p.m. program. Following an hour of homework, Project MOST offers “complementary learning activities, not in the traditional classroom studies, but in art, music . . . yoga,” he said. “And children can avail themselves of online tutoring too.”

    Project MOST made sense, Bryden said, what with “more and more parents working and with kids having nothing productive to do after school. In America, as we’ve seen, the school day isn’t long enough. If we don’t lengthen it, this country won’t be competitive with the other countries in the world that have longer school days.”

    The growth of Project MOST had, said Bryden, who is a former school administrator, been “unbelievable. We’ve grown from 60 children with a budget of around $200,000 to 260 children [150 at John Marshall and 110 at Springs] with a budget of around $500,000.”

    The 70 or so children expected to avail themselves of the program based at the middle school would bring the number served to around 330.

