Accolades for Hamptons Marathon 

By Kerry Monaco

In spite of debuting just three months ago, the Hamptons Marathon has already earned recognition as one of the top new marathons in the country. 
The East End event, which also features a half-marathon, is listed as one of Running World magazine’s top 10 new marathons, according to an article appearing in the January 2008 edition, which is on shelves now. 
The second annual Hamptons Marathon will be held September 27, 2008. 
The article’s author, Bob Cooper, along with the magazine’s Chief Running Officer, Bart Yasso, compiled the list of the top new marathons around the country. In order to qualify, the races had to be founded in 2002 or later. 
“I think it’s great because it exposes us to the running community throughout the country,” said Amanda Moszkowski, who cofounded the event with Diane Weinberger. “It’s an honor to be named one of the top 10 in the country.” 
Annually, the New York City Marathon turns away more than 50,000 runners and Cooper says the Hamptons event is a good, nearby option for those who get shut out of that event. The local race is also viewed by many runners as a tuneup for the New York City event, which is held every November. 
In addition to the Hamptons event, other races breaking the magazine’s top 10 include: PF Chang’s Rock ‘N’ Roll Arizona Marathon; the ING Miami Marathon; the Nature’s Path Widbey Island Marathon; the Charlottesville Marathon; the Eugene Marathon; the Grand Island Trail Marathon; the Road Runner Akron Marathon; the Denver Marathon; and the Nike Women’s Marathon. 
More than 700 runners registered for and almost 500 competed in the inaugural running of the Hamptons event, held on September 29 in East Hampton. Organizers are hoping to gain approval from the Town of East Hampton to allow for a combined 1,500 runners, in both the full- and half-marathons, to compete next year. 
Race organizers also announced that Jet Blue Airways has signed on as the official airline sponsor for the second running of the Hamptons Marathon. 
This year, the marathon raised more than $25,000 for Project Most, an afterschool program in the East Hampton School District. 
The Hamptons Marathon has also recently partnered with www.realbuzz.com, a website aimed at individuals interested in fitness, nutrition and running. The website hosts a blog for the Hamptons race. 
